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Telephone  : 
Wliickham  88-7141 


Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Whickham, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
August,  1961. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Whickham  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medi¬ 
cal  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1960. 

The  population  of  the  District  continued  to  increase.  The 
figures  for  1960  are  520  in  excess  of  those  for  1959,  153  being  due 
to  natural  population  increase. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  for  the  year  has  fallen  to  244, 
as  against  256  in  1959.  The  number  of  births  shows  a  decrease  of 
1.  Although  the  birth  rate  has  fallen  from  16.58  to  15.94,  it  is 
pleasing  to  note  that  both  the  infant  mortality  rate  and  the  crude 
death  rate  are  less  than  the  corresponding  rates  for  Durham 
County  and  for  England  and  Wales,  the  crude  death  rate  being 
9.80  as  compared  with  10.66  in  1959.  The  infant  mortality  rate 
remains  unchanged  and  is  well  above  the  figure  for  1958.  No 
deaths  were  recorded  due  to  pregnancy  or  other  maternal  causes. 

Once  again,  cardiac-vascular  disease  was  the  commonest 
cause  of  death  with  a  total  of  122  deaths  in  comparison  with  128 
in  1959.  No  material  alteration  is  shown  in  the  number  of  deaths 
due  to  cancer,  which  ranks  as  the  second  commonest  cause. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  fell  from 
599  to  96,  largely  due  to  the  bi-annual  recession  in  measles  epid¬ 
emic  and,  to  a  lesser  extent,  to  a  decrease  in  the  incidence  of 
scarlet  fever  from  77  cases  reported  in  1959  to  39  cases  in  1960. 
Once  again,  no  cases  of  diphtheria  were  reported;  3  cases  of  dy¬ 
sentery,  all  mild  in  organism  type,  were  recorded;  8  new  cases  of 
pulmonary  and  4  new  cases  of  non-pulmonarv  tuberculosis  were 
notified  and  placed  on  the  Register  while  31  pulmonary  and  3 
non-pulmonary  cases  were  recorded  as  recovered  and  removed 
from  the  Register. 

No  notifications  of  poliomyelitis  were  received.  Poliomye¬ 
litis  vaccinations  continued  throughout  the  District. 
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The  number  of  inhabited  houses  showed  an  increase  from 
7,762  in  1959  to  7,860  at  the  end  of  1960.  The  standard  of  housing 
remains  high.  Action  was  started  to  include  further  properties  in 
Clearance  Area  Schemes,  and  58  houses  were  demolished,  the 
original  programme  having  been  completed  in  1959.  When  alloc¬ 
ating  Council  houses,  priority  was  given  to  applicants  who  were 
homeless,  living  in  overcrowded  conditions  or  in  need  of  improv¬ 
ed  housing  for  health  reasons.  Reconditioning  and  repairs  re¬ 
sulted  in  44  houses  being  made  fit. 

Advantage  has  been  taken  of  the  grants  available  under  the 
House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959,  for  the  conversion  or 
improvement  of  houses.  60  Improvement  Grants  have  been  app¬ 
roved  since  the  inception  of  the  scheme,  25  discretionary  and 
35  standard.  156  private  houses  have  been  built  in  the  District 
during  the  year.  In  spite  of  Council  allocations,  however,  the 
number  of  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  has  increased  during 
the  year  from  807  to  862. 

Legislation,  which  came  into  force  during  the  year  included 
the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Develoment  Act,  1960,  which 
has  the  purpose  of  raising  the  standards  required  on  caravan  sites; 
and  the  Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960,  which  constitutes  certain 
noises  as  statutory  nuisances. 

Systematic  inspections  of  food  premises  and  factories  have 
continued  throughout  the  year  and  the  standard  at  such  premises 
has  remained  high.  Sampling  of  water  supplies  and  of  milk  dem¬ 
onstrated  a  high  degree  of  purity. 

Investigation  of  atmospheric  pollution  continued  throughout 
the  year.  Two  gauges  measuring  deposited  matter  are  sited  at 
Whickham  and  Dunston;  little  change  was  recorded  from  the 
previous  year.  Advice  was  given  on  many  matters  in  relation  to 
the  installation  and  fixing  of  domestic  grates  suitable  for  using 
smokeless  fuels  efficiently.  Although  no  smoke  control  areas  were 
established,  a  programme  of  these  awaits  implementation  and 
will  include  a  large  portion  of  domestic  premises. 

Of  necessity,  as  no  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  in  office 
from  September*,  1960,  until  July,  1961,  this  Report  has  been  com¬ 
piled  from  records  and  from  information  obtained  from  staff  of 
the  Health  and  other  Departments  and,  inevitably,  any  com¬ 
ments  are  based  on  these  and  are  not  from  personal  experience 
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in  the  District.  I  am  indebted  and  my  thanks  are  due  to  the 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  and  his  staS  for  their  willing 
assistance  in  obtaining  necessary  information;  and  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer  and  his  staff  for  their  co-operation  in  supplying 
information  and  advice  as  officials  of  the  Local  Health  Authority 
for  the  District. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  A.  DRYDEN, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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I. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 
DISTRICT 


Acreage— 6,213. 

Population — 1931  --  20,750 
1951  —  23,116 
1960  —  24,910 

Number  of  inhabited  houses: 

Council,  2,408  Other,  5,452  Total,  7,860. 
Number  of  other  premises:  851. 

Rateable  Value:  £298,182 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate:  £1,233. 


Vital  Statistics 


Births,  Comparability  Factor 

0.98. 

Live  Births  Male 

Female 

Total 

Number  210 

187 

397 

Rate  per  1,000  population: 

C.F.  Adjusted 

Whickham  U.D. 

... 

15.94  15.62 

Durham  County 

... 

18.50  17.70 

England  and  Wales 

17.10  17.10 

Illegitimate  Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Number  2 

5 

7 

Percentage  of  total  live  births  1.77 

Still  Births  Male 

Female 

Total 

Number  6 

5 

11 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  26.96 
Total  Live  and  Still  Births  408 
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in  the  District.  I  am  indebted  and  my  thanks  are  due  to  the 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  and  his  staS  for  their  willing 
assistance  in  obtaining  necessary  information;  and  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer  and  his  staff  for  their  co-operation  in  supplying 
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I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


6 


9 


/96<? 


The  Registrar  General’s  Short  List  of  Causes  of  Death 

during  I960 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

F’ males 

1.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

_ 

1 

2.  Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease 

2 

— 

4.  Diphtheria  . . 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  Infection  . 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

8.  Measles  .  . 

— 

— 

9.  Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Disease  .... 

— 

-- 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Stomach 

3 

2 

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Lung,  Bronchus  ... 

9 

1 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Breast 

— 

3 

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Uterus  . 

— 

1 

14.  Other  Malignant  &  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

12 

11 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  . 

1 

2 

16.  Diabetes  . 

— 

3 

17.  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

21 

26 

18.  Coronary  Disease,  Angina  . 

20 

13 

19.  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

2 

1 

20.  Other  Heart  Disease  . 

7 

18 

21.  Other  Circulatory  Disease  . 

22.  Influenza  . 

5 

9 

23.  Pneumonia  . 

10 

5 

24.  Bronchitis  . 

25.  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

15 

1 

4 

26.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

5 

— 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

— 

2 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

1 

1 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

— 

— 

30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

1 

31.  Congenital  Malformations  . 

— 

32.  Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  ... 

7 

10 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

3 

— 

34.  All  Other  Accidents  ..  . 

1 

1 

35.  Suicide  . 

2 

1 

36.  Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

l 

— 

Totals 

128 

116 
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Social  Conditions  and  Physical  Features  of  the  District 

The  boundaries  remain  as  formerly,  i.e.,  to  the  North,  the 
River  Tyne;  to  the  West,  the  River  Derwent;  to  the  East,  the 
County  Borough  of  Gateshead  and  Rural  District  of  Chester-le- 
Street;  to  the  South,  the  Stanley  Urban  District.  The  District 
is  divided  into  Four  Wards. 

1.  Dunston  Ward:  This  has  the  largest  population  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict  and  is  both  residential  and  industrial.  The  population  finds 
its  employment  at  Flour  Mills,  Soap  Works,  Paint  Manufacture, 
Pre-Cast  Concrete  Manufacture,  Saw  Mills  and  the  Electricity 
Generating  Station. 

2.  Swalwell  Ward:  The  chief  industries  are  Engineering,  Foundry 
Work.  Brick  Making,  and  Metal  Working.  A  screening  plant 
used  in  connection  with  opencast  coal  workings  is  situated  in 
the  Northerly  part  of  the  Ward. 

3.  Whickham  Ward:  This  is  semi-rural  in  character,  and  is  es¬ 
sentially  residential.  The  population  finds  its  employment  outside 
the  Ward. 

4.  Marley  Hill  Ward:  This  is  very  scattered  and  rural.  Coal 
Mining  is  the  only  industry;  there  are  four  colleries  in  the  Ward. 
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II.  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  DISTRICT 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT. 

Hospital  and  Specialist  Services  Provision 


(1)  Hospital  Services 

(a)  General 

The  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary  and  the  General  Hospital, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  and  the  Bensham  and  Queen  Elizabeth 
Hospitals,  Gateshead,  receive  the  majority  of  medical  and  surgical 
cases  from  the  District.  A  convalescent  home  at  Wylam  is  avail¬ 
able  for  patients  after  hospital  treatment. 

Provision  for  the  treatment  of  minor  surgical  cases  is  also 
available  at  the  District  War  Memorial  Cottage  Hospital. 

(b)  Midwifery  and  Gynaecology 

Of  the  midwifery  and  gynaecology  cases  sent  to  hospital, 
most  find  their  way  to  the  Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  the  Bensham  Hospital  or  Queen  Elizabeth 
Hospital,  Gateshead. 

(c)  Tuberculosis 

Provision  is  made  for  the  hospital  treatment  of  cases  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  in  various  sanatoria  within  the  counties  of  Durham  and 
Northumberland.  Norman’s  Riding  Infectious  Disease  Hospital 
is  now  used  as  a  sanatorium  for  males  and  females.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  persons  having  tuberculosis  were  being  admitted  to 
sanatoria  very  shortly  after  diagnosis  was  established.  This 
speedy  primary  treatment  gives  patients  a  much  greater  expecta¬ 
tion  of  recovery  and  complete  cure. 

(d)  Venereal  Disease 

Patients  may  be  referred  by  their  doctors  to  the  Venereal 
Disease  Clinic  at  the  General  Hospital,  Westgate  Road,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 
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(e)  Other  Infectious  Diseases 

Cases  requiring  isolation  are  referred  to  the  Sheriff  Hill 
Isolation  Hospital  or  to  the  Walkergate  Hospital.  In  the  event 
of  smallpox  occurring,  cases  would  be  treated  at  Langley  Park 
Hospital. 

(f)  Mental  Health 

Parents  and  relations  who  wish  to  obtain  information  regard¬ 
ing  the  services  available  for  children  or  adults  who  are  mentally 
retarded  should  get  in  touch  with  the  County  Health  Depart¬ 
ment,  at  Durham,  the  Health  Visitor,  the  Assistant  County  Medi¬ 
cal  Officer,  or  the  Mental  Welfare  Officer  for  the  Area. 

Training  of  patients  can  be  given  in  the  home  and  there  are 
occupation  centres  to  serve  certain  areas  of  the  County. 

The  Mental  Welfare  Officer,  at  the  request  of  medical  prac¬ 
titioners  or  the  police,  can  arrange  for  the  admission  of  cases 
to  mental  hospitals.  The  services  of  a  psychiatric  social  worker 
are  also  available. 

(2)  Laboratory  Services 

All  specimens  for  bacteriological  examination  are  sent  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratories,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne.  This  Govern¬ 
ment  service  is  free  of  cost  to  practitioners  and  the  Council. 


(3)  Blood  Transfusion  Service 

The  Regional  Headquarters  of  the  Blood  Transfusion  Service 
is  at  the  Newcastle  General  Hospital  and  provides  necessary  ser¬ 
vice  for  the  District. 


(4)  Mass  Miniature  Radiography 

This  service  functions  from  the  Newcastle  General  Hospital. 

Local  Authority  Provision 
(1)  Local  Health  Authority 

The  Local  Health  Authority  for  the  Urban  District  is  Dur¬ 
ham  County  Council. 
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(a)  Health  Centres 

There  are  no  centres  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  in  this 
District. 

(b)  Clinics  (Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  aJid  Other) 

Facilities  for  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments  in  school  chil¬ 
dren  together  with  sun-ray,  maternity  and  child  welfare 
and  dental  treatment  are  made  available,  at  various  centres 
within  or  adjacent  to  the  District  by  Durham  County  Council 
as  the  Local  Health  Authority  or  Local  Education  Authority. 

(c)  Midwifery 

An  expectant  mother  can  have  the  services  of  a  doctor  (Gen¬ 
eral  Practitioner  Services  of  the  Local  Executive  Council)  who 
undertakes  maternity  work;  and  of  a  midwife,  as  well  as  ante¬ 
natal  and  post-natal  care  at  Local  Health  Authority  Clinics. 

(d)  Health  Visiting 

The  Health  Visitors  attend  persons  in  their  homes  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  advice  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  on 
the  care  of  young  children,  and  to  aged  or  ill  persons,  and  also 
to  stress  the  measures  necessary  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infec¬ 
tion. 


(e)  Home  Nursing 

The  County  Council,  as  the  responsible  health  authority, 
provides  a  Home  Nursing  Service  for  the  District.  Any  requests 
for  a  Home  Nurse  should  be  made  to  the  nurse  resident  in  the 
district  or  the  County  Superintendent  of  Home  Nursing. 

(f)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  may  be  obtained  free  of  charge 
on  application  to  any  medical  practitioner  who  has  agreed  to 
give  service  within  the  National  Health  Service.  Facilities  are 
also  available  for  the  vaccination  of  children  at  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Centres. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  may 
be  obtained  free  of  charge  on  application  to  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Centres  or  to  any  general  practitioner  in  the  National 
Health  Service. 
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B.C.G.  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  may,  in  certain  circ¬ 
umstances,  be  carried  out  by  chest  physicians  at  the  Chest 
Clinics. 

Application  for  vaccination  against  poliomyelities  can  be 
made  to  the  County  Health  Department  in  Durham,  the  Child 
Welfare  Centres,  general  practitioners  or  the  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer  for  the  Area  at  the  Area  Medical  Office,  Blaydon. 


(g)  Ambulance  Facilities 

Durham  County  Council  provide  the  Ambulance  Service  for 
the  Administrative  County. 

The  Message  Receiving  Centre  for  Whickham  District  is  at 
the  Ambulance  Station,  East,  Street,  Stanley  (Stanley  570).  This 
centre  is  open  for  message  reception  24  hours  a  day. 

A  General  Service  Depot  is  at  Winlaton.  The  function  of 
this  depot  is  to  deal  with  routine  work  of  the  service  from  8  a.m. 
to  8  p.m.  on  weekdays  and  8  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  on  Saturdays. 

(h)  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After  Care 

Nursing  equipment  is  provided  for  sick  persons  on  request 
by  medical  practitioners,  district  nurses  and  hospital  almoners. 
Invalid  chairs  are  also  available  and  extra  nourishment  or  bedding 
can  be  supplied  to  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  A  charge 
is  normally  made  for  this  service,  but  in  certain  circumstances, 
the  charge  may  be  reduced  or  waived  altogether. 

Limited  accommodation  is  available  in  convalescent  homes 
provided  by  voluntary  agencies  and  information  can  be  obtained 
from  the  County  Health  Department.  Domiciliary  visits  are 
made  to  patients  at  home  by  Health  Visitors  and  District  nurses. 

(i)  Home  Help  Services 

Domestic  help  is  provided  for  households  where  such  help 
is  needed  because  of  the  presence  of  any  person  who  is  ill,  an 
expectant  mother,  Iving-in,  mentally  ill,  aged  or  a  child  not  over 
school  age.  Any  person  may  make  a  request  for  the  services  of 
a  Home  Help,  and  application  should  be  made  to  the  County 
Health  Department.  A  charge  is  normally  made  for  this  service, 
but  in  certain  circumstances,  the  charge  may  be  reduced  or 
waived  altogether. 
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(2)  Local  Sanitary  Authority 

This  part  of  the  Health  Services  is  provided  by  the  Urban 
District  Council  and  the  work  carried  out  is,  discussed  in  detail 
later. 

Local  Executive  Council  Provision 

The  Durham  County  Executive  Council  is  the  Executive 
Council  responsible  for  the  provision  of  the  General  Medical, 
Dental,  Pharmaceutical  and  Supplementary  Ophthalmic  Services 
in  the  District.  Many  of  the  medical  practitioners  are  partner- 
shipped  of  two  or  more  doctors. 


EDUCATION  ACT 

Local  Education  Authority 

The  Local  Education  Authority  for  the  Urban  District  is 
the  Durham  County  Council. 

(a)  School  Health  Services 

The  School  Health  Services  are  provided  by  the  County 
Council.  The  services  provide  for  the  systematic  medical  inspec¬ 
tion  and  the  medical  and  dental  treatment  of  school  children. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT 

(a)  Burial  and  Cremation  of  the  Dead — Section  50 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  section. 

(b)  Removal  to  Suitable  Premises  of  Persons  in  Need  of 
Care  and  Attention — Section  47 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  section. 
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III. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during  the 
year  was  96  as  compared  with  599  in  1959.  The  details  were  as 
follows  : — 


Disease 

No.  OF 

Cases 

Remarks 

1959 

I960 

Scarlet  Fever 

77 

39 

Whooping  Cough 

26 

27 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Measles 

462 

4 

Acute  Pneumonia 

5 

6 

Meningo-coccal  Infection 

1 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis 

— 

1 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

C. 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

Dysentery 

S 

3 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

Para-typhoid  Fevers 

— 

Food  poisoning 

2 

—— 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

13 

8 

Meninges  & 

C.N.S. 

1 

— 

Other  Forms 

3 

4 

Totals  ... 

599 

96 

Diphtheria 

For  the  twelfth  year  in  succession  no  case  of  diphtheria  was 
notified  in  the  District. 


Scarlet  Fever 

The  policy  of  home  treatment  of  this  disease  has  continued 
where  satisfactory  isolation  arrangements  were  possible.  When 
hospital  isolation  has  been  considered  necessary  it  has  always 
been  possible  to  secure  the  patient’s  admission  to  Sheriff  Hill 
Hospital. 
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Poliomyelitis 

No  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  notified  in  Whickham  U.D. 
during  the  year  1960. 


Area  Statistics 

By  the  31st  December,  1960,  19,641  persons  had  received 
primary  poliomyelitis  vaccinations  in  the  Area  comprising  the 
Urban  Districts  of  Blaydon.  Ryton  and  Whickham.  Of  these 
13,084  had  received  their  3rd  injections  in  addition. 


The  age  group  distribution  of  primary  vaccinations  was  as 
under  : — 


No.  of  persons  vaccinated  with  two 
injections  at  any  time  up  to  31  12-60 

No.  of  persons 
who  had  received 
third  injection  up 
to  31-12-60 

Persons  born  in 
years  43-60 

|  Persons  born  in 
years  33-42 

Other 

Groups 

Total 

14,314 

4,209 

1  Mis 

|  19,641 

13,084 

Statistics  for  Whickham  U.D. 

Primary  vaccinations  and  3rd  injections  received  during  the 
year  1960  are  as  shown  below  : — 


Vaccinations  undertaken  by  General  Practitioners 


Primary  Vaccinatious 

|  Third  Injections 

Born 

1943-60 

Born 

1933-42 

Under  40 
&  Born 
before  1933 

Others 

Total 

395 

107 

316 

12 

830 

2,348 

A  number  of  vaccination  sessions  were  also  undertaken 
in  the  District  by  factories  operating  there-in  and  8  sessions  were 
also  carried  out  at  District  clinics. 

Dysentery 

3  cases  were  notified  as  against  5  in  1959.  All  were  of  the 
mild  Sonne  type.  A  close  check  was  kept  on  each  case  and  con¬ 
tacts. 

Food  Poisoning 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 
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Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  1960  (excluding 

tuberculosis) 


DISEASE 
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Scarlet  Fever 
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Neonatorum 

Dysentery 


39 

27 


C/3 

03 

(/) 

J-. 

C/3 

u 

to 

t- 

C/3 

U, 

to 

V-. 

C/3 

U 

ro 

»- 

8 

02 

a 

02 

H3 

02 

03 

CD 

CD 

CD 

CD 

CD 

CD 

CD 

>. 

>> 

>. 

Pn 

>> 

<D» 

>> 

in 

<N 

a\ 

T 

On 

vO 

CJ 

~a 

i 

I 

i 

i 

1 

n 

VO 

u* 

0) 

c 

O 

in 

o 

in 

> 

D 

m 

tn 

i-H 

in 

o 

15 

4 


14 

8 


Acute  Pneumonia 

Smallpox 

Acute 

Encephalitis 

Typhoid  Fever 
(Enteric) 

Paratyphoid 

Fevers 

Erysipelas 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

Food  Poisoning 

Puerperal 

Infection 


84 


15 


20 


26 
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Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  1960 
Monthly  Figures 


MONTHS. 

Wards 

Diseases. 

January 

Febi  uary 

u 

u 

w 

•< 

April 

c$ 

u 

J  uly 

|  August 

c. 

CO 

October 

Nov’ber 

Dece’ber 

Totals 

Dunston 

Whicli’m 

J 

X 

Marley 

Hill 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

4 

5 

4 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

38 

3  i 

7 

1 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

l 

4 

3 

14 

27 

18 

5 

— 

4 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

4 

3 

— 

1 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

6 

5 

— 

1 

— 

Meningococcal  Inf’n 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 

_ 

_ 

Acute  Encephalitis  .. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

i 

— 

— 

— 

Smallpox 

Ophthalmia  Neon’m 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .. 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Dysentery  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

- 

— 

(Enteric) . 

Paratyphoid  Fever 
Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

T  uberculosis: 

Respiratorv: 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

8 

1 

2 

4 

1 

Meninges  tk  c.N.s. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Forms 

i 

1 

1 

1 

~ 

4 

1 

2 

1 

Totals 

17 

6 

7 

8 

6 

6 

4 

5 

8 

8 

,5 

96 

66 

16 

8 

6 
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Tuberculosis 


During  the  year  12  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified, 
8  respiratory  and  4  non-respiratory.  3  respiratory  cases  were 
transferred  into  the  District.  The  detailed  figures  are  shown  in 
Tables  A  and  B. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  employment  in  dairies  of  persons  suffering  from 
tuberculosis;  nor  was  action  necessary  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Table  A.  Cases  notified  during  i960  : 


Total 

Dunston 

\ V hie’ ham  S w :i i w e  1  i 

Mar.  Hill 

Respiratory 

8 

1 

2  ;  4 

1 

Non- Respiratory 

4 

1 

2  I  1 

- 

1960  Total 

12 

2 

4  1  5 

1 

1959  Total 

17 

8 

4  3 

1  2 

Table  B.  New  Cases  (including  inward  Transfers) 


New 

Cases 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non  pulm’ary 

M 

1  F 

M 

F 

Under  1  year 

1  —  4 

1 

— 

5  -  14 

— 

1 

1 

— 

15  —  24 

2 

1 

1 

— 

25  -  34 

2 

1 

— 

1 

35  —  44 

— 

— 

— 

1 

45  34 

2 

— 

— 

— 

55  —  64 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

8 

3 

2 

2 
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Table  C. 


Sex 

No.  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
on  Register  at  commence¬ 
ment  of  y;ar  I960. 

No.  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
on  Register  at  end  of  year  1960 

Pulmonary  Xon-PuU 
monary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pul- 

monary 

Male 

98 

10 

89 

9 

Female 

94 

15 

80 

16 

Totals 

192 

25 

169 

25 

Table  D  Removals  from  the  Register  during  1960 


Reasons. 

Totals 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pul- 

monary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Diagnosis  not  confirmed 

1 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

Removed  from  District 

3 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Recovered  ... 

34 

15 

16 

3 

- 

Totals 

38 

17 

17 

3 

1 

22 


Number  of  Cases 
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I960 


IV.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

1.  Water  Supply 

The  Dunston,  Swalwell  and  greater  part  of  Whickham  Wards 
are  supplied  by  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company 
and  the  Marley  Hill  Ward  by  the  Durham  County  Water  Board. 
Both  supplies  have  proved  to  be  oi;  satisfactory  quality  and  quan¬ 
tity.  38  samples  were  taken  by  the  Department  for  bacteriological 
examination  during  the  year.  4  samples  appeared  unsatisfactory 
but  on  retake  were  proved  to  be  of  good  quality.  The  following 
additional  details  are  given  : — 

Extension  to  water  mains  .  2,806  yards 

These  extensions  were  carried  out  at 
Lambton,  Greenesfield,  Clavering 
Road,  Oaldands,  Fellside  Road  and 
Whaggs  Lane 

Houses  supplied  by  direct  mains  ....  7,856 
Houses  supplied  by  wells  and  springs  4 

Population  supplied  by  direct  main  ....  24.896 
Population  supplied  by  wells  and  springs  14 

2.  Closet  Accommodation 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  in  the  District  8,379  water 
closets.  3  ash  closets  and  55  ashpit  privies. 

3.  Public  Cleansing  and  Salvage 

The  following  information  relating  to  Public  Cleansing  has 
been  supplied  by  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  : — 

Tons  of  refuse  collected  . 16,480 

Weight  (cwts.)  per  1,000  population  per  day  36.25 
Number  of  separate  premises  served  ....  8,819 

All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  at  Byermoor  and  Swal- 
well.  The  average  haul  is  2  miles. 

Collections  are  made  at  least  once  weekly. 

4.  Sewerage 

Most  of  the  sewerage  is  discharged  untreated  direct  into 
the  Rivers  Derwent  and  Tyne. 


24 


5. 


Investigation  of  Atmospheric  Pollution 
Deposited  Matter 


Two  deposit  gauges  are  in  use  for  measuring  atmospheric 
pollution,  one  is  sited  in  the  Chase  Park,  Whickham,  the  other 
m  the  Council’s  Depot,  Dunston.  The  following  table  indicates 
the  monthly  and  annual  deposit  in  tons  per  square  mile  along 
with  the  rainfall  in  indies  : — 


• 

MONTHLY  DEPOSIT 

AjuuuI 

Jan. 

Feb 

> 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

iscpu 

va 

DEPOSITED 

MATTER 

Chase  - 

Depot 

Chase 

Depot 

Chase 

Depot 

Chase 

Depot 

Chase 

Depot 

I 

u 

Depot 

Chase 

Depot 

Chase 

Depot 

Chase 

Depot 

Chase 

Depot 

Chase 

Depot 

- — 1 

Chase 

Depot 

Chase 

Depot 

Rainfall  . 

4.49 

4.83 

1.80 

1.89 

2.01 

1.84 

1.00 

1.15 

2.69 

2.31 

0.16 

0.21 

4.29 

3.99 

3.61 

3.09 

2.96 

3.04 

5.19 

y 

5.14 

2.38 

2.31 

2.59 

2.89 

!  33.17 

32.69 

Total  Water 

Insoluble  Matter 

3.25 1 

15.16 

5.92 

8.43 

5.13 

9.89 

5.00 

9,28 

7.12 

9.92 

6.98 

V 

8.33 

5.58 

9.11 

5.07 

9.14 

5.82 

11.39 

6.57 

13.26 

3.90 

11.08 

5.54 

12.75 

70.88 

127.74 

Soluble  in  C.S.  2 

0.17 

0.21 

0.27 

0.21 

0.17 

0.41 

0.1.7 

0.27 

0.14 

0.20 

0.20 

0.27 

0.14 

0.17 

0.21 

0.20 

0.24 

0.17 

0.31 

0.27 

0.14 

0.24 

0.17 

0.17 

2.33 

2.79 

Ash  .... 

4.01 

7.51 

3.83 

4.96 

3.76 

6.32 

3.63 

6.46 

3.69 

5.13 

4.28 

4.69 

4.04 

6.70 

3.49 

6.19 

4.31 

6.70 

4.48 

8.81 

2.39 

5.64 

'  3.87 

7.89 

45.78 

77.00 

Other  Combustible 
Matter 

4.07 

7.44 

1.82 

3.26 

1.20 

3.16 

1.20 

2.55 

3.29 

4.59 

2.50 

3.37 

1.40 

2.24 

1.37 

2.75 

1.27 

4.52 

1.78 

4.18 

1.37 

5.20 

1.50 

4.69 

22.77 

47.95  j 

Total  Water 

Soluble  Matter 

9.89 

10,64 

4.17 

6.36 

9.10 

10.23 

3.90 

5.10 

7.32 

7.48 

1.92 

2.58 

12.18 

9.82 

6.50 

5.61 

5.37 

9.07 

9.38 

6.b6 

2.77 

7.78 

4.35 

8.97 

76  85 

90.30 

Pel  •  ••••  •••• 

0.55 

0.88 

0.38 

0.41 

0.48 

0.85 

0.34 

0.51 

0.24 

0.54 

0.24 

0.27 

0.38 

0.58 

0.21 

0.65 

0.24 

0.44 

0.44 

0.61 

0.41 

0.61 

0.44 

0.51 

4.35 

-6.86 

Cl.  ....  •••• 

2.05 

2.79 

1.03 

1.53 

1.61 

2.55 

0.68 

0.92 

0.92 

1.33 

0.3S 

0.54 

0.99 

136 

1.64 

1.43 

1.71 

1.77 

» 

2.40 

2.96 

1.10 

1.05 

1.47 

1.67 

15.98 

19.90 

StO«  4 

1.92 

4.38 

1.23 

2.21 

3.42 

1.46 

1.06 

1.06 

1.7> 

2.1) 

0.55 

0.61 

2.98 

3.60 

1.92 

1.97 

1.27 

2.28 

2.77 

1.94 

0.51 

2.58 

0.96 

2.48 

30.61 

27.35 

TOTAL  SOLIDS 

18  14 

25.80 

10.09 

14.79 

14.23 

20.12 

8.90 

14.38 

14.44 

17.40 

8.90 

10.91 

17.76 

18.93 

11.57 

14.75 

11.19 

20.46 

15.95 

19.92 

6.67 

18.86 

9  89 

21.72 

147.73 

I-. 

218.04 
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spheric  Pollution 
Matter 

*  for  measuring  atmospheric 
e  Park,  Whickham,  the  other 
The  following  table  indicates 
a  tons  per  square  mile  along 


4THLY  DEPOSIT 

Anaoal 

Deposit 

me 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Depot 

Chase 

Depot 

Chase 

Depot 

Chase 

Depot 

Chase 

Depot 

J 

Depot 

Chase 

Depot 

Chase 

Depot 

0.21 

4.29 

3.99 

3.61 

3.09 

2.96 

3.04 

5.19 

5.14 

2.38 

2.31 

2.59 

2.89 

33.17 

32.69 

8.33 

5.58 

9.11 

5.07 

9.14 

5.82 

11.39 

6.57 

13.26 

3.90 

11.08 

5.54 

12.75 

70.88 

127.74 

0.27 

0.14 

0.17 

0.21 

0.20 

0.24 

0.17 

0.31 

0  27 

0.14 

0.24 

0.17 

0.17 

2.33 

2.79 

4.69 

4.04 

6.70 

3.49 

6.19 

4.31 

6.70 

4.48 

8.81 

2.39 

5.64 

3.87 

7.89 

45.78 

77.00 

3.37 

1.40 

2,24 

1.37 

2.75 

1.27 

4.52 

1.78 

4.18 

1.37 

5.20 

1.50 

4.69 

22.77 

47.95 

2.58 

12.18 

9.82 

6.50 

5.61 

5.37 

9.07 

9.38 

6.66 

2.77 

7.78 

4.35 

8.97 

76  85 

90.30 

0.27 

0.38 

0.58 

0.21 

0.65 

0.24 

0.44 

0.44 

0.61 

0.41 

0.61 

0.44 

0.51 

4.35 

-6.86 

0.54 

0.99 

1  36 

1.64 

1.43 

1.71 

1.77 

2.40 

2.96 

1.10 

1.05 

1.47 

1.67 

15.98 

19.90 

0.61 

2.98 

3.60 

1.92 

1.97 

1.27 

2.28 

2.77 

1.94 

0.51 

2.58 

0.96 

2.48 

20.61 

27.35 

10.91 

17.76 

1893 

11.57 

14.75 

11.19 

20.46 

15.95 

19.92 

6.67 

18.86 

9  89 

21.72 

147.73 

218.04 

24b 


6.  General  Summary  of  Visits  and  Inspections 


No.  of 
Inspect¬ 
ions 

No.  of 
Informal 
Notices 
Served 

No.  of 
Statutory 
Notices 
Served 

Defects 

Remedied 

After 

Notice 

Housing: — 

Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts 

1739 

73 

3 

146 

Overcrowding 

7 

1 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences: — 

Insufficient 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Defective 

13 

6 

— 

7 

Drainage 

110 

9 

— 

7 

Water  Supply 

77 

3 

— 

5 

Food  Premises 

212 

2 

— 

4 

Shops  Act 

34 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughter  Houses: — 

Public 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Private 

87 

— 

— 

— 

Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

30 

2 

_ 

2 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  and  Workplaces 

97 

2 

— 

3 

Keeping  of  Animals 

23 

3 

— 

4 

Insanitary  Ashpits  & 

Receptacles  ... 

26 

7 

— 

5 

Offensive  Accumulations 

39 

9 

_ 

9 

Smoke  Nuisances  Abatement 

65 

_ 

— 

— 

Prevention  of  Damage  by 

Pests  Act,  1949 

45 

_ 

Dirty  or  Verminous  Premises 

44 

16 

— 

10 

Refuse  Collection 

340 

— 

— 

Rent  Act 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Infectious  Diseases 

50 

_ 

— 

— 

House  Purch.  &  Housing  Act,  1959 

145 

— 

_ _ 

— 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act 

3 

— 

— 

Totals 

3199 

133 

3 

202 

25 


7.  Moveable  Dwellings 

No  new  licences  were  issued  during  the  year. 

8.  Offensive  Trades 

No  new  trades  have  been  established.  No  complaints  have 
been  received  in  regard  to  the  offensive  trades  established,  i.e 
one  soap;  boiling  works  and  one  fat  and  tallow  melting  works. 

9.  Shops  Act,  1950 

The  Council  is  a  Shops  Act  Authority,  and  I  am  informed  by 
the  Shops  Inspector  that  : — 

34  visits  were  made  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act  and  that  the 
statutory  closing  hours  are  observed  the  majority  of  shops  closing 
at  considerably  earlier  hours. 

10.  Factories 

97  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 

11.  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 
Rodent  Control 

Number  of  properties  in  area  ....  8,711 

Number  of  properties  inspected  ....  258 

Number  of  properties  inspected  found  to  be 
infested  with  : — 

(a)  Rats,  Major  Infestations  ....  — 

Minor  Infestations  ....  122 


(b)  Mice  Infestations  .  67 


Dwelling 

Houses 

Schools 

Hospitals 

Farms 

Business 

Premises 

Refuse 

Tips 

Rats 

....  22 

— 

1 

4 

30 

16 

Mice 

....  29 

6 

3 

3 

25 

— 

Total 

....  51 

6 

4 

7 

55 

16 

The  above  infestations  were  treated  by  the  Rodent  Operative. 
The  cost  was  recovered  from  the  owner  or  occupier  as  applicable. 
A  standard  charge  of  4/-  was  made  in  the  case  of  treatment  for 
mice  in  domestic  premises. 
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Sewers 


The  sewers  were  treated  twice  during  the  year  in  April  and 
October. 

April  October 

Number  of  manholes  treated  ....  90  97 

A  test  bait  was  also  carried  out  on  22  manholes  in  January 
and  July. 

A  thorough  check  was  also  made  on  all  sewer  outfalls  in  the 

area. 

12.  Insect  Pest  Control 

An  insecticidal  powder  is  issued  to  householders,  free  of 
charge,  to  deal  with  minor  infestations,  mainly  of  cockroaches. 
Remedial  measures  are  taken  by  this  department  in  cases  of 
difficulty. 


Infestations  dealt  with  during  the  year  were  : — 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Schools 

Hospitals 

Business 

Premises 

Cockroach 

15 

— 

2 

2 

Flea 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Wasp 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Woodworm 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Ants 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Others 

2 

1 

2 

2 

27 


V 


HOUSING  AND  HOUSING  MANAGEMENT 


The  undermentioned  information  has  been  supplied  by  the 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Housing  Allocations  Officer. 

Number  of  houses  built  in  the  District  during  1960  : — 

Houses  built  by  private  enterprise  ....  156 

Permanent  houses  built  by 

Whickham  U.D.C.  — 

Total  ....  156 


Comparative  figures  : —  1951  to  1960. 


Houses 

Built  j 

1951| 

1952| 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

Total 

Whickham 

U.D.C. 

72 

54 

112 

99 

84 

105 

9 

129 

124 

— 

788 

Private 

Enterprise  | 

15  I 

17 

26 

142 

21.4 

122 

179 

145 

120 

156 

1136 

Total  I 

87 

7. 

138 

241 

298 

227 

188 

274 

244 

156 

1924 

Allocations 

During  the  year  no  new  houses  were  let,  146  tenancies  were 
allocated. 

Comparative  Figures,  1956 — 1960 


Council  Houses 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

New  Houses  Let 

111 

9 

129 

124 

— 

Tenancies  Allocated 

270 

160 

291 

349 

146 

Of  the  146  tenancies  allocated,  96  were  exchanges  or  trans¬ 
fers,  so  that  the  number  of  families  allocated  Council  Houses  was 
50  and  of  these  1  was  allocated  to  a  family,  in  an  individual  un¬ 
fit  house. 
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1  —  Summary  of  Allocations 

Table  1 


Slum  Clearance 

Individual 

General  Need 

Total 

Unfit 

0 

1 

49 

50 

Table  II  Main  Reasons  for  General  Need  Allocations 


Ill-Health 

Abatement  of  Overcrowding 

Homeless  Fam. 

Total 

16 

22 

11 

49 

Table  III. 

Size  of  House  Allocated 

3  Roomed 

4  Roomed  5  Roomed  Single  Per.  Aged  Per. 

Total 

22 

19  4 

0  5 

50 

Table  IV.  The  Result  of  Tenancy  Transfers 


Abat.  Under-  Abating  Moving  to  a  Domestic 
Occupation  Overcrowding  Different  Locality  Reasons  Total 
20  5  6  22  53 


Table  V  Summary  of  Exchange 


Abating  Abating  Exchanges  Convenient 

Under-Occupation  Overcrowding  Outside  Area  Locality  Total 
13  13  5  12  43 


2  —  Sub-Tenants 

These  are  only  allowed  by  permission  of  the  Council.  Per¬ 
mission  is  usually  granted  for  six  months  and  must  be  renewed 
thereafter. 

Except  in  certain  cases  an  extra  5/-  is  payable. 


Applications  Considered 

Applications 

Granted 

Refused 

Total 

New  Cases 

47 

13 

60 

Renewals 

22 

0 

22 
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3  —  Eviction  Orders 


One  case  where  an  eviction  order  was  granted  was  consid¬ 
ered.  The  case  was  re-housed  by  the  Council. 

4  —  The  Demand  for  Council  Houses 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  housing  list  contained  807 
applicants. 

The  Housing  List  as  at  31st  December,  1960,  is  shownOpposite 
and  indicates  the  type  of  house  needed  and  the  Ward  Distrib¬ 
ution  : — 


Increase  in  Demand  during  1960. 

In  spite  of  allocations  during  the  year  the  demand  increased 
as  follows  : — 

Number  of  applicants  at  beginning  of  year  ....  807 
Number  of  applicants  at  end  of  year  ...  862 

The  most  acute  demand  was  felt  in  those  categories  for 
3  bedroomed  and  aged  persons  types  as  most  of  these  cases 
supported  applications  from  mixed  families  and  elderly  persons 
who  had  had  their  names  on  the  list  for  many  years. 

5  —  Housing  Sub-Committee 

This  Committee,  'composed  of  fivte  Councillors  .and  the 
Housing  Allocations  Officer,  meets  monthly  to  assist  in  Housing 
Allocations.  During  the  year  75  cases  were  discussed  and  kept 
under  review. 


6  —  Closing  and  Demolition  of  Houses 
Formal  Action 

(i)  No.  of  houses  demolished  during  year  as  a  result  of 

Clearance  Schemes  or  other  formal  action  ....  58 

(ii)  No.  of  houses  closed  but  not  demolished  as  a  result 

of  formal  action  .  — 

(iii)  No.  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and  individual 

unfit  houses  demolition  of  which  temporarily  post¬ 
poned  .  — 
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BREAKDOWN  OF  HOUSING  APPLICATIONS 


WARD 

2  Bedroom  Type 

Total 

3  Bedroom  Type 

Total 

4  Bedroom  Type 

Total 

Aged  person  Type 

Total 

Single  person  Type 

Total 

Total 

Need 

rehousing 

No  reason 
for 

rehousing 

Need 

rehousing 

No  reason 
for 

rehousing 

Need 

rehousing 

No  reason 
for 

rehousing 

Need 

rehousing 

No  reason 
for 

rehousing 

Need 

rehousing 

No  reason 
for 

rehousing 

Dunston 

104 

147 

251 

64 

43 

107 

10 

3 

13 

48 

43 

91 

7 

17 

24 

486 

Swalwell 

47 

59 

106 

23 

13 

36 

2 

0 

2 

6 

5 

11 

3 

3  1 

6  j 

161 

Whickham 

42 

36 

78 

7 

7 

14 

l 

0 

1 

19 

7 

26 

6 

5 

11 

130  j 

Marley  Hiil 

21 

25 

46 

5 

11 

16 

1 

0 

1 

8 

10 

18 

3 

1 

4 

85 

Total 

214 

267 

481 

99 

74 

173 

14 

3 

17 

81 

65 

146 

19 

i 

26 

45 

862 

(iv)  No.  of  houses  in  use  as  temporary  accommodation 

Informal  Action 

(i)  No.  of  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwell¬ 
ings  as  a  result  of  informal  action  and  not  includ¬ 
ed  above  . 


Reconditioning  and  Repair 

No.  of  houses  made  fit  during  year  by  procedure  under 
Housing  Acts  (excluding  temporary  accommodation)  or  Public 
Health  Acts  : — 

(a)  As  a  result  of  informal  action  .  43 

(b)  By  owners  as  a  result  of  statutory  notice  ...  ....  1 

(c)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ....  ....  — 

Improvement  Grants  :  Housing  Act,  1949-59 

No.  of  separate  houses 
Discretionary  Standard 
Grants  Grants 


(a) 

Applications  submitted  to  Local 
Authority  ..  . 

16 

29 

(b) 

Applications  rejected  by  Local 
Authority  . 

1 

_ 

(c) 

Total  number  of  applications  app¬ 
roved  since  inception  of  scheme.... 

25 

35 

(d) 

Total  number  of  grants  paid  since 
inception  of  scheme  . 

14 

16 

7  —  Slum  Clearance 

A  further  four  areas  were  considered;  these  involved  some 
33  houses  and  36  families. 


8  —  Overcrowding 

A  small  amount  of  overcrowding  still  exists  in  houses  in 
the  District  but  priority  is  given  to  such  cases  when  Council 
Houses  are  allocated.  During  the  year,  10  families  were  re¬ 
housed  because*  of  statutory  overcrowding. 
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VI. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk 


This  District  is  part  of  a  specified  area  in  which  milk  of 
special  designations  only  may  be  sold. 

Dairies 

There  are  no  dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations  1949-54. 


Dairy  Farms 

The  supervision  of  milk  production  at  the  15  dairy  farms 
in  the  District  is  exercised  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 


Distributors 

During  1959  and  1960  the  following  annual  licences  for 
Designated  Milk  were  issued  : — 

1959  1960 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  Dealers’  Licences  ....  6  6 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  Dealers’  Supplementary 

Licences  3  6 

Pasteurised  Milk  Dealers’  Licences  ...  13  14 

Pasteurised  Milk  Dealers’  Supplementary  Licences  3  6 

Sterilised  Milk  Dealers’  Licences  .  60  66 

Sterilised  Milk  Dealers’  Supplementary  Licences  2  2 


Disease  from  Milk. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  Regulation  20  of  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Food  Sampling 

The  Durham  County  Council  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  Auth¬ 
ority  for  the  District  and  enforce  the  sampling  provisions  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  The  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Weights 
and  Measures  Departmeni  has  kindly  furnished  the  following 
information. 
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Number  of  samples  obtained  during  1960  was  66 


Articles  were  purchased  as  under  : — 

MiIk  27 

Milk  (Jersey)  .  1 

Milk  (Sterilised)  5 

Split  Lentils  1 

Marrowfat  Peas  1 

Butter  Beans  .  1 

Yellow  Split  Peas  1 

Sultanas  1 

Pearl  Barley  1 

Rice  1 

Demarera  Sugar  1 

Lard  1 

Currants  1 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence  .  1 

Castor  Oil  1 

Camphorated  Oil  1 

Lemon  Curd  .  1 

Informal  New  Potatoes  .  1 

Informal  Dried  Garden  Bay  Leaves  .  1 

Informal  Fancy  Pink  Salmon  .  1 

Compound  Glycerine  of  Thymol  .  1 

Rose  Hip  Syrup  1 

Barley  Sugar  Fruit  Sticks .  1 

Chocolate  Centred  Barley  Sugar  .  1 

Blackcurrant  Fruit  Pastilles  with  Glycerine  ....  1 

Menthol  and  Eucalyptus  Pastilles  .  1 

Aspirin  Tablets  1 

Children’s  Aspirin  Tablets  ....  1 

Stemoid’s  Vitality  Tablets  .  1 

Cascara  Sagrada  Tablets  1 

Compound  Tablets  of  Codeine  1 

Ice  Cream  1 

Informal  Tinned  Mandarin  Oranges  .  1 

Informal  Tinned  Strawberries  .  1 

Informal  Tinned  Peaches  1 

Informal  Tinned  Fruit  Salad  .  1 

66 
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Milk  Sampling 

Number  of  samples  obtained  during  1960  —  30. 

These  were  as  follows  : — 

Pasteurised  4 

Sterilised  26 

All  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
and  all  passed  the  prescribed  tests. 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

Two  slaughter  houses,  both  private,  were  licensed  in  the 
area  and  seventy-eight  visits  were  made  for  Meat  Inspection 
purposes. 

100%  meat  inspection  was  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

Meat  Condemned  During  1960 

All  meat  condemned  is  stained  green  and  sent  toi  the  local 
bye-product  works. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned 
in  Whole  or  in  Part 


Cattle 

exclud- 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

42 

— 

— 

334 

77 

Number  inspected 

42 

— 

— 

334 

77 

AH  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  &  Cysticer- 
cosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

_ 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticercosis 

31-95% 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

4-76% 

— 

— 

— 

2-60% 

Cysticercosis  Only 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

_ 

_ 

_ 

-  - 

_ 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Five  slaughtermen's  licences  were  issued  under  the  Slaugh¬ 
ter  of  Animals  Act  for  a  12  month  period. 


Cysticercus  Bovis 

No  cases  of  cysticercus  bovis  were  encountered  during  the 
year. 
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Unsound  Foodstuffs 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  surrendered  by  traders  after 
being  found  unfit  for  human  consumption.  Disposal  is  by  burial 
on  the  Council’s  tips. 


Tins 

3  Chopped  Pork 

4  Pork 

44  Corned  Beef 

1  Tongue 
111  Tomatoes 

4  Ham 

8  Salmon 

3  Vegetable  Soup 

4  Chicken  Soup 

9  Tomato  Soup 

2  Pork  and  Tongue 
7  Stewed  Steak 

3  Beef  Steaklets 
10  Chopped  Ham 

2  Chicken 

3  Pork  in  Juice 

4  Mixed  Grill 
3  Sardines 

1  Ox  Tongue 
1  Jellied  Veal 

3  Luncheon  Meat 
6  Cooked  Ham 

1  Minced  Beef  Loaf 
1  Chopped  Ham  and  Pork 

4  Marrowfat  Peas 
21  Garden  Peas 

Jars 

3  Piccallily 

1  Mayonnaise 

2  Minced  Chicken 

Packets 

1  Cheese  Slices 
1  Vermicelli 

Other  Foodstuffs 
17f  lb.  Bacon 
9  st.  Cod 


Tins 
3  Peas 

42  Processed  Peas 
1  Pilchards 

6  Carrots 

5  Baked  Beans 
1  Buttered  Beans 

1  Beans  and  Tomatoes 
3  Steak  Pudding 

2  Fruit  Cocktails 
22  Pineapples 

44  Peaches 

17  Fruit  Salad 
59  Pears 

2  Apricots 

18  Grapefruits 
17  Oranges 

1  Orange  Juice 

5  Plums 

3  Strawberries 

8  Rice  Pudding 

19  Rice 

26  Pineapple  Cubes 

7  Carnation  Milk 
26  Evaporated  Milk 

4  Full  Cream  Milk 

6  Nescafe 

Jars 

1  Damson  Jam 
1  Blackberry  Jam 
1  Strawberry  Jam 

Packets 
1  Beef  Suet 


The  approximate  weight  of  the  above  condemned  foodstuffs 
was  8  cwt. 
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Ice  Cream 


There  is  only  one  licensed  manufacturer  in  the  District. 

The  factory  is  a  modern  establishment  and  complies  with 
the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947-52.  The 
product  is  of  high  bacteriological  standard. 

68  shops,  2  canteens,  4  cafes,  1  public  house,  1  farm  prem¬ 
ises  and  1  hospital  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream. 

Food  Premises 


Number  and  Classification 


Total 

—  256. 

Public  Houses 

23 

Cafes 

6 

Off  Licences 

3 

Industrial  Canteens 

10 

Grocers’  Shops 

28 

School  Kitchens 

5 

Wet  Fish  Shops 

5 

Hospital  Kitchens 

2 

General  Dealers 

50 

Butchers  Shops 

21 

Confectionery  (Sweet) 

Bakehouses 

3 

Shops 

20 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops 

9 

Confectionery  (Cake) 

Halls  (for-catering) 

28 

Shops 

11 

Social  Clubs 

8 

Greengrocers’  Shops 

14 

Institutions 

2 

Chemists 

7 

Egg  Packing  Station 

1 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

These  shops,  9  in 

number, 

are  registered  under  Section 

16, 

Food  and  Drugs  Act, 

1955. 

Inspection  of  Food  Premises 

212  inspections  and  re-inspections  were  made  during  the 
year.  The  hygiene  standard  in  Food  Premises  remains  high. 

No  prosecutions  were  taken  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regu¬ 
lations. 
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APPENDIX 


Factories  Act,  1937  to  1959 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in 
respect  of  the  Year  1960  for  the  Urban  District  of 
Whickham  in  the  County  of  Durham 

1.  Inspections. 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Premises 

Premises 
on  Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tion  1.2,3, 4  and  6  are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

76 

90 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers' 
premises) 

7 

7 

Total  . 

85 

97 

2 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


nTT 

mber  of  Cases  in  which 

Defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 

Particulars 

Referred 

in  which 

Found 

Rem¬ 

edied 

To  H.M. 
Inspect¬ 
or 

By  H.M. 
I nspect 
tor 

prosecu¬ 
tion  were 
institut¬ 
ed 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  Temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 
Inadequate  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

— 

— 

a)  Insufficient 

6 

6 

— 

4 

— 

b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

6 

6 

_ 

6 

— 

c)  Not  separate  fur  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 

1 

1 

1 

relating  to  outwork). 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

13 

13 

— 

11 

— 
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Outworkers 

The  name  and  place  of  employment  of  one  outworker  with 
in  the  District  was  notified  to  the  Health  Department.  This  per 
son  was  engaged  in  the  making  of  toilet  requisites. 
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STAFF  OF  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Medical  Officer  ot  Health  : 

James  Taylor,  O.B.E.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  D.T.M.&H. 
(until  September  1960) 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

R.  W.  Thirkell,  Cert.  R.S.I.andS.I.  Joint  Board;  Certs  of 
R.S.I.  ;  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other 
Foods;  Smoke  Inspector;  Sanitary  Science 
as  applied  to  Buildings  and  Public  Works; 
Honours  Diploma  Royal  Institute  of  Pub¬ 
lic  Health  and  Hygiene;  M.A.P.H.I. 


Assistant  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

A.  Bell,  Cert.  R.S.I.andS.I.  Joint  Board;  Honours  Diploma 
Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene; 
M.A.P.H.I. 

(Resigned  October,  1960) 


Clerk  : 

E.  Howse  (Resigned  September,  1960) 

Rodent  Operative  and  Disinfection  Officer  :  (Part  Time) 

J.  Brown. 

Deputy  Rodent  Operative  and  Disinfection  Officer:  (Part  Time! 
R.  Richardson. 
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A.  A.  Fletcher  and  Son,  Ltd.,  Swalwell,  Newcastle-on-Tyni 


